
Learning 
Intention

Activity

Monday
To include 

detail in my 
story

Look over the pictures from the ‘Gorilla’ story again.  Make a story map to retell the story, then use it to tell the story to someone at home, or to a cuddly toy.  Do 
this as many times as you can, before writing the story down.  Remember:
• to have a clear beginning, middle and end
• to include detail
• to use adventurous vocabulary – interesting words and phrases to interest your reader
Check your writing when you have finished, for spelling, punctuation and that it makes sense.

Tuesday
To reflect on 

the story I am 
listening to

Catscape – Chapter 4 & 5

1. Listen to Chapter 4 at https://youtu.be/Xw_2JrM3N4Q and Chapter 5 at https://youtu.be/EYePGA4X7h8

2. Consider:  What did you like and/or dislike about the chapter?
What connections did you notice?
What is puzzling you about the story so far?

Wednesday

To use 
alliteration to 
improve our 

sentences

In Chapter 4 of ‘Catscape’, Jessie says that, ‘Jessie is the name of someone who regularly produces pancakes for private investigators.’ Writers use alliteration 
(beginning different words with the same letter) to make sentences more interesting and to give them rhythm.

Can you think of other types of cake or biscuit and make up sentences with alliteration? Here are two examples:

The cat collected custard creams.                    The dog dug down to discover a donut.

Make up 3 sentences of your own.                      Make up a paragraph using as much alliteration as you can.     
Write a story of your own, using alliteration to engage your reader – but remember, like with all ‘writers’ tricks’, don’t use it too much!

Thursday

To take notes 
and use these 
to present a 
text of my 

own.

Research

Mike Nicholson mentions the Dog and Cat home in Chapter 5 of ‘Catscape’.

Have a look on the ‘Edinburgh Dog & Cat Home’ website and learn more about the cats and dogs that are looking for a new home: https://edch.org.uk/

Make some notes about your favourite dog or cat.

Consider what you’d like to know about the animals on the site.  Make some notes about the information that you find interesting.

Make some notes and use them to create a table to organise and show information you find. Think about what you’d like to research and what
information you think is important,  for example: name, type of animal, likes, dislikes & other information.  See example on resource sheet.

Friday

To scan for 
information 

from a story I 
listen to

Catscape – Chapter 6

1. Listen to Chapter 6 at https://youtu.be/cv_4xPVmRuc You can find the links to the other chapters so far in The Library, on Teams.

We have been hearing a lot about Stockbridge, in Edinburgh, where Murdo lives. Now it’s time to have some fun and build your own model Stockbridge!
2.     Use whatever you like: Lego or other building blocks, recycled packaging and junk, natural objects you find on your daily walk or just draw the street…
3. You can base your model or drawing on real shops that are based in Stockbridge now, shops you hear about in the book, shops you have made
up or a mix of them all!

4.     We would love to see your creations and so would Mike Nicholson! You can tweet him to let him see what you come up with! 
Tweet him at @writerblighter!
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Learning 
Intention

Activity

Monday
To explore a range 

of subtraction 
strategies

Remember these?  Have a go at the following sums using each different strategy.  Which strategies make most sense to you?

45 – 28, 63 - 37, 52 – 48
185 – 28, 263 – 37, 352 - 48
485 – 128, 663 – 437, 452 - 248

Tuesday

To practise speedy 
and accurate recall 
of multiplication & 

division facts

Twister Tables!

1. You need 10 pieces of paper, each with the digits from 0 – 9.  Lay them out in a grid on the floor, like this:
2. Ask someone at home to call out some times tables questions, for the table/s you are focusing on, or you                     

could make cards of the sums and turn one over at a time yourself.  
3. Work out the answer as quickly as you can, then put your left foot on the tens digit and your right foot on the units digit.
4. Call out the answer and check to see if you are right!

Wednesday
To apply a suitable 
strategy to solve a 

problem

Problem solving

Look on the resource sheet for today’s problem to solve.  Which strategies might help you?

Draw 2 Zids and 3 Zods.                          Complete the challenge.                            What if Zids have 5 spots and Zods have 7 spots, and there are 140 spots
altogether?  Find as many solutions as you can…!              

Thursday
To order decimal 

numbers

3 in a Row game

A game for 2 players.  You will both need a pen, each with a different colour, and a dice.

1. Draw yourself a board like this:                                                                  You will need a few of these.

2. Roll the dice twice to make a decimal number.  For example, if you roll a 4 then a 5, it’s 4.5
3. Mark your decimal number on the right place of the line, with a cross in your own colour.
4. Then it’s the other person’s turn to do the same.
5. The first player to get 3 crosses in a row, wins!  Challenge each other to several different games…

Friday
To practise a mix of 

numeracy and 
maths skills

Go onto SUMDOG today for at least ½ hour for your maths:  really focus on getting the answers right, to score as high as you can with accuracy.  
Remember, we’re aiming for 80% accuracy or more.

Numeracy and Mathematics



Learning Intention Activity

Monday To prepare something to 
perform

We are at the early stages of planning an online version of Lorne’s Got Talent, for later this term!  Have a think about a talent 
you could share using this format.

Consider:
• What your talent is singing, dancing, comedy, magic, sports, poetry readings, short movies/animations –

or anything else that’s appropriate! 
• How you can show it best on video (30-50 seconds long)
• What equipment or props you will need
Spend some time practising your talent, to perfect your performance
There will be more guidance about how to film and upload your video, in the next few days, so don’t record it yet!

Tuesday
To develop a growth 

mindset in all that I do

Watch this series of short video clips or read the transcript (what is said in each clip) about having a Growth Mindset:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/pshe-ks2-growth-mindset-what-is-a-good-mistake/zd9c6v4
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/pshe-ks2-growth-mindset-how-your-mindset-can-affect-approach-to-
challenges/zrjwf4j
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/pshe-ks2-growth-mindset-how-to-develop-a-positive-mindset/z6gb2sg

Write down 3 key messages from the clips – give examples to support your points.

Wednesday
To improve my drawing 

skills

Visit http://www.robbiddulph.com/draw-with-rob and choose 
one of the clips to watch.
Draw with Rob Biddulph, as he demonstrates how to draw your
chosen image.
Why not have a go at the Self Portrait lesson too?  
Post your finished pieces onto Assignments, but also into our Gallery on Teams.

Thursday
To develop my throwing 

skills in Athletics

Athletics includes running, jumping and throwing.

This week take the opportunity to practise your throwing skills:
1. Watch this clip, which is aimed at teachers but has clear instructions for how to throw under-arm, over-arm and using a 

chest pass:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o_RGP8VmNoo
2. Make yourself a card for each type of throw, noting down the things to remember for each.  You will need to watch the clip 

again, to help you with this – you can pause it while you note the steps down.
3. Take your cards with you when you go out to practise your skills, and take a ball/something to throw with you!
4. Consider where you are aiming to throw to (or under-arm throw.  Make sure there is enough space for your over-arm 

throws and that it is safe to throw something there.  Ask someone to help you practise the chest passes – show them your 
cards to help them help you.

5. Use your cards to self-evaluate how you are getting on, and consider your next steps when you have finished.

Friday
To listen for lyrics and sing 

along with the melody

Listen again to all the story poems from ‘Old Possum’s Book of Practical Cats’, which are in The Library on 
Microsoft Teams.
Listen to the soundtrack from ‘Cats’ the film, at:
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=cats+official+soundtrack
Do you recognise the lyrics?  Have a go at singing along with some of the songs.  Perhaps this could be a talent
to share?...

Health and Wellbeing & Expressive Arts
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Growth Mindset video transcripts

Tom and Caitlin are two young students doing a science project at a space centre.
Tom starts off with a fixed mindset. He is wary of taking risks with his learning and fears the consequences of 
making mistakes.
Caitlin is the opposite.
She has a growth mindset and feels happy and confident when taking risks.
She wants to use trial and error to see what works. She understands the value of good mistakes!
Caitlin decides to take a risk with the science project.
She wants to see what happens, and knows that she can learn lots by trying things out - and not worrying about 
what might happen.
Tom finds this difficult.
He wants to do everything he can to avoid making any mistakes, even if it means missing out on opportunities and 
new learning.
Through the clip, we see Tom's mindset start to change.
He moves from a fixed mindset to a growth mindset. He starts to realise that mistakes can be good.
In fact, they can be great! And, you can learn lots by having a go, seeing what happens and viewing your mistakes 
in a positive light. By the end, Tom and Caitlin both have a growth mindset.
They are learning from their mistakes and having fun as they do.
They both appreciate the benefits of good mistakes.

A school talent show is in the offing.
Tom and Meesha are both going to enter. Tom has a growth mindset, while Meesha has a fixed mindset.
Tom wants to challenge himself. Meesha wants to avoid a challenge.
She just wants to do something she's done before, that she knows is safe.
Tom decides to try juggling. He practices and practices, works hard at it and puts the effort in.
It takes a while, but he perseveres. By the time of the talent show he has taught himself how to juggle.
His growth mindset has helped him to embrace the challenge.
He believed he could get better at juggling and so he made decisions which reflected this belief.
He could imagine himself growing and developing by taking on the challenge. Meesha finds the idea of challenge 
difficult.
Her fixed mindset leads her to believe that she can't change, that talent, ability and intelligence are innate.
She fears taking on a challenge and doing something different. She doesn't believe she can grow and change.
After seeing Tom master the challenge he has set himself, and after feeling bored by the fact that she can already 
do the dance she is practising, Meesha decides to change her mindset.
She decides that she too can think differently.
That she too can take on the challenge of doing something new.
Meesha pushes herself to embrace the challenge - and she feels great as a result.
She changes her mindset and so we see both the influence of a growth mindset on the decisions and thoughts we 
take in lessons, as well as an important model of how anyone can change their mindset.

Meesha and Lucas are in a maths lesson.
Meesha is happy to take on the challenges set by the teacher, but Lucas is more reluctant.
Meesha has a growth mindset. She believes intelligence, talent and ability are open to change.
So she believes she can get better at maths. This means she tries, puts in effort and works hard to master the 
learning.
Lucas has a fixed mindset. He doesn't believe he can get better at maths.
He thinks you're either good at maths or your not. And he is definitely not good at maths.
Lucas and Meesha make different decisions about their learning because of their different mindsets.
As time goes on, Meesha and Lucas talk. Meesha explains that you can change your mindset - and she encourages 
Lucas to do this. Gradually, Lucas starts to think in a different way.
He starts to think that he can do maths, that he can get better. As he changes his mindset, so Lucas changes his 
behaviour. He starts to have a go, to keep trying and to persist.
We see him improve his maths skills as a result. Meesha and Lucas demonstrate the differences between a growth 
mindset and a fixed mindset.
They show how each one influences your thoughts, actions and behaviours.
And they also show that anyone can develop a growth mindset, no matter who they are.


